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(54) Storage system and control method 

(57) The invention provides both interfaces of SAN 
and NAS, prevents data miss even when a trouble oc- 
curs and makes it possible that an arbitrary number of 
NAS interfaces access the same file system with high 
performance. A storage system (100) includes multiple 
interfaces for external connection, multiple disks (160, 
1 70) accessed from multiple interfaces, and a shared 
memory (180) accessed from multiple interfaces. The 
multiple interfaces are block interfaces (140, 150) exe- 
cuting disk block I/O request, and file interfaces (110, 
1 20, 1 30) of file servers (11 3, 1 23, 1 32) executing file I/ 
O request. A file system (1 72) in the file servers is con- 
structed in a part of the disks, and a log storage area 
holding change log of the file system, and a manage- 
ment file server information storage area holding infor- 
mation of managing file server performing exclusive ac- 
cess control of file system and management of log stor- 
age area are formed in the shared memory 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates in general to a 
storage system and a method of controlling the same. 
More particularly, the invention relates to a RAID stor- 
age system loaded with a NAS function and a SAN func- 
tion and a method of controlling the same. 

Description of the Related Art 

[0002] As the Internet technology has progressed in 
recent years, the Web application, the streaming appli- 
cation, the E business application and the like have 
abruptly come into wide use, an amount of data which 
those applications require has been rapidly increased, 
and also the storage capacity which the dialy life and 
the businesses require has been explosively increased. 
Then, according to an article of "Storage Networking Vir- 
tualization (1.1 The need for virtualization)", IBM Red- 
books, though the storage cost has been surely re- 
duced, there arises the problem that the management 
cost for the data has been increased. 
[0003] As for the technique for solving the above- 
mentioned problem, there are known the technique 
called a Storage Area Network (SAN) and the technique 
called a Network Attached Storage (NAS). According to 
the above-mentioned article of "Storage Networking Vir- 
tualization (3.2.2 Fibre Channel and SAN)", the SAN is 
such that the high speed network dedicated to the stor- 
age is constructed using a Fibre Channel and the dis- 
persed data is consolidated, thereby being adapted to 
reduce the management cost. Since this technique can 
eliminate the influence of the network traffic in a Local 
Area Network (LAN) by using the network dedicated to 
the storage, it is possible to realize the advanced I/O 
performance. But, since the function which the SAN pro- 
vides is the I/O function at the disk block level, it has the 
side in which it is difficult to hold the data in common 
between the different hosts or between OSs. 
[0004] On the other hand, according to an article of 
"Printer Friendly View White Paper: Network- Attached 
Storage (2. What is a NAS Device?)", Sun Microsys- 
tems, Inc., Monday, January 7, 2002 in http://www.sun. 
com/Storage/white-papers/NAS.html,theNAS isthefile 
server which provides the means for holding the plat- 
form-independent storage in common through the Net- 
work Protocol such as an NFS or a CIFS. The NAS, sim- 
ilarly to the SAN, can consolidate the dispersed data to 
reduce the management cost. In addition, the NAS is 
optimized as the file server, and is directly connected to 
the LAN to provide the access means at the file level. 
[0005] While as described above, each of the SAN 
and the NAS is the technique for consolidating the data 
to reduce the management cost, since the access 



means provided by the SAN and the NAS is different 
between them, proper use in accordance with the use 
is required therefor. In addition, when the data is con- 
solidated to be held in common between a large number 
s of hosts as described above, the high reliability and the 
high availability become the important elements. 
[0006] As described above, the SAN is the network 
dedicated to the storage, the reliability thereof depends 
on individual storages connected thereto, and it is pos- 
w sible to provide the high reliability by employing a RAID 
(Redundant Array of Inexpensive Disks) as the storage. 
In addition, the RAID provides a plurality of interfaces, 
whereby even when a trouble occurs in a certain inter- 
face, it is possible to continue the service using another 
*5 interface, and hence it is possible to provide the high 
availability. 

[0007] On the other hand, the NAS is a file server hav- 
ing a file system and hence the reliability of the NAS 
becomes the reliability itself of the file server. However, 
the file server can not provide the high reliability by only 
employing the RAID. According to an article of "UNIX 
INTERNALS: THE NEW FRONTIERS" by Uresh Va- 
halia, 9.12.5 (pp. 287 and 288), in the file system of UN- 
IX, a buffer cache is provided on a memory in order to 
enhance the performance, and a plurality of writing 
processings are got together to carry out the collective 
disk writing. For this reason, with this technique, the data 
which is not yet written to the disk is lost in the system 
crash. The lost data can be classified into two data, i.e., 
the file data itself and the metadata in which the struc- 
ture of the file system is described. When the change of 
the metadata is lost, there arises the problem that the 
contradiction occurs in the file system so that the file 
system becomes unable to be used. 
[0008] As for the method of solving such a problem, 
there are known the technique of the metadata logging 
described in the above-mentioned article of "UNIX IN- 
TERNALS: THE NEW FRONTIERS (Prentice Hall; IS- 
BN: 013 101 9082, 1995/10/23)" by Uresh Vahalia, 11.7 
(pp. 350 and 351), and the technique of the log-struc- 
tured file system described the article of "UNIX INTER- 
NALS: THE NEW FRONTIERS" by Uresh Vahalia, 11 .5 
(pp. 345 and 346). 

[0009] The metadata logging is a method wherein the 
change log of the metadata is always written to the area 
which is fixedly provided on the disk, this metadata 
change log is referred in the system crash, and the 
change of the metadata which is not yet reflected on the 
disk is reflected thereon, thereby solving the contradic- 
tion of the file system. While the metadata logging can 
eliminate the occurrence of the contradiction in the file 
system by utilizing such a method, the possibility that 
the file data may be lost remains as before. 
[0010] The log-structured file system is such that the 
change which is made for the file system is accumulated 
in the big log entry on the memory to be always written 
to the last of the log on the disk in the state of holding 
the consistentness of the file system, whereby it be- 
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comes possible to ensure both of the metadata and the 
user data. But, this file system has the problem that 
when the system crash occurs before the data is written 
to the log on the disk, the data which has been preserved 
in the log entry on the memory is lost. 5 
[0011] As for the technique for solving such a prob- 
lem, there is known the technique described in an article 
of "Using NUMA Interconnects to Implement Highly 
Available File Server Appliances (WAFL Over View", 
January 7, 2002, Network Appliance Co. Ltd. described 10 
in http://www.netapp.comAech library/1 0004.html. This 
technique is optimized in such a way as to be dedicated 
to the NAS, and has a nonvolatile memory (NVRAM) 
and a RAID disk to construct the log-structured file sys- 
tem on the RAID disk. Then, all of the NFS commands *5 
which have been received via the network are logged in 
the NVRAM, and the log in the state of holding the con- 
sistentness is stored in the RAID disk. 
[0012] With in the above-mentioned technique, even 
when the system is crashed before the log entry is writ- 20 
ten to the RAID disk, the file system processing can be 
executed again to restore the file system to its perfect 
state by using the NFS command log on the NVRAM 
after the restoration of the system, and also it is possible 
to ensure perfectly the data. 25 
[0013] In addition, with the above-mentioned tech- 
nique, it is possible to provide the fail-over function in 
which two nodes each of which is loaded with the file 
server are connected through an independent network, 
and the RAID disk is connected to both of the nodes, 30 
whereby even when a trouble occurs in one of the 
nodes, the other takes over the processing to provide 
continuously the service. Further, with that technique, 
the areas in which the copies of the NFS command logs 
of the other party nodes are ensured in the NVRAMs of 35 
the nodes, and when receiving the NFS command, the 
log is stored on the NVRAM of the node of interest and 
at the same time, that log is copied in the NVRAM as 
well of the other party node via the network. Therefore, 
when the system failure occurs, the NFS command log *o 
of the. other party node which is preserved on the node 
of interest and the file system of the RAID disk which 
was used by the other party node is restored to its former 
state to be able to continue the service and hence it is 
possible to provide the high availability. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] While with the above-mentioned prior art, it is 
possible to reduce the management cost by utilizing the so 
techniques of the SAM and the NAS, respectively, since 
the RAID providing the storage for the SAN and the file 
server in the NAS must be realized in the form of the 
different devices, respectively, there arises the problem 
that when both of the functions are required, it is neces- ss 
sary to introduce both of the devices, and hence another 
management cost is increased. 

[0015] In addition, with above-mentioned prior art 



which is capable of providing the high reliability and the 
high availability by the NAS having the two-node con- 
figuration, when it is applied to the NAS having a three 
or more-node configuration, it is necessary to provide 
the log storage area for the number of nodes in the 
NVRAM of each of the nodes. As a result, there arises 
the problem that an amount of memory consumption is 
increased. Further, with this prior art, it is necessary to 
carry out the copy to the NVRAMs of all of the nodes 
whenever receiving the NFS command, and hence 
there arises the problem that the performance is re- 
duced as the number of nodes is further increased. 
Moreover, with this prior art, the case where a plurality 
of nodes change the same file system is not taken into 
consideration. 

[001 6] In the light of the foregoing, the present inven- 
tion has been made in order to solve the above-men- 
tioned problems associated with the prior art, and it is 
therefore an object of the present invention to provide 
both of a SAN interface and a NAS interface and to pro- 
vide a storage system, having the SAN and the NAS 
integrated with each other, which makes possible both 
of the high reliability in which even when a trouble oc- 
curs, no data is lost, and the high-performance access 
to the same file system made by an arbitrary number of 
NAS interfaces, and a method of controlling the same. 
[0017] In addition, it is another object of the present 
invention to provide a storage system, having the SAN 
and the NAS integrated with each other, in which the 
size of a memory for storage of a file system change can 
be made fixed irrespective of the number of NAS inter- 
faces accessible to the same file system and also a user 
can specify the size of the memory, and a method of 
controlling the same. 

[0018] Furthermore, it is still another object of the 
present invention to provide a storage system, having 
the SAN and the NAS integrated with each other, which 
has the high availability which makes possible the fail- 
over processing in which even when a trouble occurs in 
a certain NAS interface, another NAS interface takes 
over the processing in the certain NAS interface and in 
which the fail-over processing can be continuously ex- 
ecuted as long as the normal NAS interface is present, 
and a method of controlling the same. 
[001 9] In order to attain the above-mentioned objects, 
according to the present invention, there is provided a 
storage system including a plurality of interfaces for the 
connection to the external network, a plurality of disks 
to which the plurality of interfaces are accessible, and a 
shared memory to which the plurality of interfaces are 
accessible, wherein the plurality of interfaces are loaded 
with either one of block interfaces for executing an I/O 
request in disk blocks and file interfaces loaded with file 
servers for executing an I/O request in files or both of 
these interfaces; a file system to which a plurality of file 
servers are accessible in a sharing manner is construct- 
ed in a part of the plurality of disks; and a log storage 
area in which a change log of the file system is held, and 
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a management file server information storage area in 
which information associated with the file server for 
management for carrying out the exclusive access con- 
trol of the file system and the management of the log 
storage area are constructed in a part of the plurality of 
disks. 

[0020] In addition, in order to attain the above-men- 
tioned objects, according to the present invention, there 
is provided a method of controlling a storage system in- 
cluding a plurality of interfaces for the connection to the 
external network, a plurality of disks to which the plural- 
ity of interfaces are accessible, and a shared memory 
to which the plurality of interfaces are accessible, 
wherein the plurality of interfaces are loaded with either 
one of block interfaces for executing an I/O request in 
disk blocks and file interfaces loaded with file servers 
for executing an I/O request in files or both of these in- 
terfaces; a file system to which a plurality of file servers 
are accessible in s sharing manner is constructed in a 
part of the plurality of disks; and a log storage area in 
which a change log of the file system is held, and a man- 
agement file server information storage area in which 
information associated with the file server for manage- 
ment.for carrying out the exclusive access control of the 
file system and the management of the log storage area 
are constructed in a part of the plurality of disks, and 
wherein the associated one of the file servers other than 
the management file server of the file system receives 
a file write request from the external network; analyzes 
the file write request to specify the management file 
server of the file system containing therein the write sub- 
ject file; after transmitting file write information to the 
management file server, receives as the response 
thereto disk block information used to write user data 
and log storage address information assigned within the 
log storage area; after storing the user data in a user 
data storage area using the log storage address infor- 
mation thus received, changes log status information in 
the log storage area; after storing the user data in the 
disk(s) on the basis of disk block information, changes 
the log status information in the log storage area; and 
after transmitting file write result information to the man- 
agement file server of the file system, transmits a re- 
sponse to the file write request received through the ex- 
ternal network to the external network. 
[0021 ] Other objects, features and advantages of the 
invention will become apparent from the following de- 
scription of the embodiments of the invention taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0022] 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of 
a storage system according to one embodiment of 
the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a flow chart useful in explaining the 



processing operation of a file server which receives 
an I/O request made from a client; 
Fig. 3 is a flow chart useful in explaining the 
processing operation of a management file server; 
5 Fig. 4 is a flow chart useful in explaining the 

processing operation for the file system restoration 
by the management file server; 
Fig. 5 is a diagram useful in explaining information 
which means for holding management file server in- 
fo formation has; 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart useful in explaining an example 
of the processing operation of the management file 
server when the size of a log storage area is set 
from a client host; 
15 Fig. 7 is a diagram useful in explaining a structure 
of a file server state table; and 
Fig. 8 is a flow chart useful in explaining the moni- 
toring of a management file server by a file server 
and the processing operation for fail-over. 

20 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

[0023] The embodiments of a storage system and a 
method of controlling the same according to the present 

25 invention will hereinafter be described in detail with ref- 
erence to the accompanying drawings. 
[0024] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a configura- 
tion of a storage system according to one embodiment 
of the present invention, Fig. 2 is a flow chart useful in 

30 explaining the processing operation of a file server 
which receives an I/O request made from a client, Fig. 
3 . is a flow chart useful in explaining the processing op- 
eration of a management file server, Fig. 4 is a flow chart 
useful in explaining the processing operation for the file 

35 system restoration by the management file server, and 
Fig. 5 is a diagram useful in explaining information which 
means for holding management file server information 
has. In Fig. 1 , reference numeral 100 designates a stor- 
age system; reference numerals 110, 120 and 130 re- 

40 spectively designate file interface boards; reference nu- 
meral 111 designates means for holding FS (File Sys- 
tem) management information; reference numeral 112 
designates means for managing a log storage area; ref- 
erence numerals 113, 123 and 132 respectively desig- 

45 nate file servers; reference numeral 122 designates a 
unit for accumulating temporarily data; reference nu- 
meral 140 designates an iSCSI interface board; refer- 
ence numeral 150, an FC/SCSI interface board; refer- 
ence numerals 160 and 170, disks; reference number 

50 171 , a disk block to which store a file data: reference 
numeral 172, a file system; reference numeral 180, a 
shared memory; reference numeral 181, means for de- 
termining a change server; reference numeral 182, 
means for holding management file server information; 

55 183, a table for holding a file server state; 186, a log 
storage area; 190, an internal network; 200, 300, 400 
and 500, client hosts; 600, a SAN; and 700, a LAN. 
[0025] The storage system 1 00 according to this em- 
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bodiment of the present invention is connected to the 
LAN 700 and the SAN 600 and is adapted to process 
an I/O request(s) which has(have) been received there- 
by from the associated one(s) of the client hosts 200, 
300 and 400 connected to the LAN 700, and the asso- 5 
ciated one(s) of the client hosts 400 and 500 connected 
to the SAN 600 through the network. This storage sys- 
tem 1 00 includes the file interface boards 1 1 0, 1 20 and 
1 30 which are loaded with the file servers 1 1 3, 1 23 and 
132, respectively, the iSCSI interface board 140 for 
processing an iSCSI command, the FC/SCSI interface 
board 150 for processing an SCSI command which has 
been received through a fiber channel, the disks 160 
and 170, and the shared memory 180. Also, the storage 
system 100 is configured in such a way that the above- 
mentioned boards, the disks 160 and 170, and the 
shared memory 180 are connected to one another 
through the internal network 190. 
[0026] In the storage system 100, the above-men- 
tioned interface boards are respectively fitted to the dif- 
ferent slots. By the way, an arbitrary interface board is 
detachable from the associated one of the slots in the 
system operation. Therefore, in the storage system ac- 
cording to this embodiment of the present invention, it 
is possible to change dynamically the rate of the inter- 
face boards in accordance with the use of a user. 
[0027] The disks 1 60 and 1 70 are accessible thereto 
from each of the above-mentioned interface boards. 
Then, the disk 160 is the disk to which the iSCSI inter- 
face board 140 and the FC/SCSI interface board 150 
are to access in blocks, while the file system 172 to 
which the file server accesses is constructed in the disk 
1 70. By the way, the disk in this case means the logical 
disk including the RAID. While only one disk is illustrated 
for the sake of simplicity, in actual, an arbitrary number 
of disks may be loaded. 

[0028] The file server 113 is the management file 
serverforthe file system 1 72, and when other file server 
accesses the file system 172, it necessarily communi- 
cates with the file server 1 1 3. The file server 1 1 3 has the 
means 1 1 1 for holding file system management informa- 
tion and the log management means 112. The means 
111 for holding file system management information 
holds the metadata such as the attribute of the file, the 
list of the disk block which the file holds, and the unused 
disk block list within the file system, and the file data, 
and updates the internal information whenever a 
change occurs in the file system. But, since such data 
is stored in such a way as to extend over a plurality of 
disk blocks on the disk 170, the performance is greatly 
reduced if such data is stored in the disk whenever a 
change occurs. For this reason, rewriting of the data to 
the associated one(s) of the disks is carried out either 
when the rewriting request is made from the associated 
one of the client hosts, or at the fixed time intervals. 
[0029] If the reflection of the changed data on the disk 
is carried out asynchronously with the file system 
change processing, when a trouble occurs in the file 



servers, there is a dangerousness that changed data 
which is not yet reflected on the disk(s) is lost. In order 
to prevent this problem, in this embodiment of the 
present invention, the log of the changed data of the file 
system is stored in the log storage area 186 provided 
on the nonvolatile shared memory 180. The log entry 
stored as the log consists of changed metadata 1 84 and 
changed file data 1 85. The file server 1 1 3 uses circularly 
the log storage area 186 using the log management 
means 112, and when the changed data of the file sys- 
tem is reflected on the disk(s), releases the log entry 
containing the corresponding changed data. 
[0030] Since the storage system according to this em- 
bodiment of the present invention, as described above, 
is adapted to store the log synchronously with the 
change of the file system, it is possible to leave all of the 
changed data, and also since the shared memory 180 
is nonvolatile, the changed data is not lost at all. In ad- 
dition, even when a trouble occurs in the file server 113, 
it is possible that the log data in the log storage area 1 86 
is referred after reactivation to restore the file system to 
the newest state. 

[0031] The file server 123 is not the management file 
server of the file system 172, but when receiving an I/O 
request from the associated one of the client hosts to 
the file on the file system 1 72, accesses the file system 
172. Since the file server 123 does not have the meta- 
data information of the file system 172, it is necessary 
to specify the file server 113 as the management file 
server of the file system 1 72 and request the necessary 
processing. When the I/O request is only the metadata 
access, all of the file system processings are completed 
in the file server 113. 

[0032] On the other hand, in the case of the process- 
ing, such as READ or WRITE, for which the access to 
the file data is required, the processing of the metadata 
is executed in the file server 113, and the processing of 
transferring the file data is executed in the file server 
1 23. As a result, it is possible to reduce the load applied 
to the management file server, and also the copy of the 
file data between the file servers can be made unnec- 
essary. 

[0033] As shown in Fig. 5, the means 1 82 for holding 
management server information includes a log storage 
area management table 5000 and a disk management 
table 5100. The log storage area management table 
5000 consists of a number 5001 of the management file 
server, a log storage area address 5002, and a log stor- 
age area size 5003. The management file server 113, 
when mounting normally the file system 172, assigns 
the log storage area to store its head address and size 
in this table 5000, and when mounting the file system 
172 after completion of the abnormality, refers to this 
table 5000 to carry out the restoration of the file system. 
By the way, in the case where a plurality of file systems 
.are provided, the respective file management servers 
for a plurality of file systems may be different from one 
another. 
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[0034] The disk management table 51 00 holds a disk 
number 5001 of each of the disks, a default manage- 
ment file server 51 02, a current management file server 
5103 and a log kind 5104. The storage system 100 pro- 
vides the fail-over function of the management file serv- 5 
er, and when no fail-over occurs, the management file 
server which should managing the disk of interest is reg- 
istered in the default management file server 51 02. The 
managementfile server which is managing currently the 
disk of interest is registered in the current management 10 
file server 5103 irrespective of presence and absence 
of the fail-over. 

[0035] The log kind 5104 describes the kind of 
changed data stored in the log. As for the kind of 
charged data, there are two kinds of data, i.e., changed *5 
metadata and the file data. One of three matters, i.e., 
the matter of storing both of the changed metadata and 
the file data, the matter of storing only the changed 
metadata, and the matter of not extracting the log at all 
is registered in the log kind 51 04. If both of the changed 20 
metadata and the file data are stored in the log, then it 
is possible to ensure perfectly all of the data. While when 
only the changed metadata is stored in the log, it is pos- 
sible to ensure the coherency of the file system, there 
is the possibility that the file data may be lost. In addition, 25 
when no log is extracted at all, there is the possibility 
that the coherency of the file system as well as the file 
data may be lost. In this case, before the file system is 
firstly used after occurrence of the system failure, it is 
necessary to execute the processing of checking the co- 30 
herency of the file system and the processing, such as 
fsck, of carrying out the repair. In general, the process- 
ing time of fsck is increased in proportion to the file sys- 
tem size, and hence it may take the processing time of 
fsck from several minutes to several tens minutes to be 35 
executed. Therefore, it can not be used in the fail-over. 
Since the reliability guarantee of data and the perform- 
ance have the relationship of the trade-off, if the relia- 
bility is enhanced, then the file system access perform- 
ance is reduced. For this reason, in this embodiment of 40 
the present invention, the log kind 5104 is adapted to 
be specified in accordance with use by a user. 
[0036] Next, the description will hereinbelow be given 
with respect to the processing operation in the case 
where the file server 123 receives an I/O request made *5 
from the client host 300 to the file system 172 with ref- 
erence to a flow chart shown in Fig. 2. 

(1) First of all, at the time when analyzing an I/O 
request received from the client host 300 to detect 50 
that this I/O request is an I/O request made to the 
file system 1 72, the file server 1 23 retrieves the data 
management table 5100 to specify the entry the 
disk number 5101 of which matches the disk 
number of the file system 1 72 to read out the man- 55 
agement file server which is stored in its current 
management file server 51 03. In this case, it is as- 
sumed that the file server 113 is already set as the 



management file server (Step 2001). 

(2) Next, the file access request is transmitted to the 
management file server 1 1 3. At this time, when the 
I/O request is the WRITE request, the file data 
which has been received along with the request is 
left in the data temporarily storing unit 1 22 in the file 
server 123, and is not transmitted to the file server 
113 (Step 2002 (refer to (a) in Fig. 1)). 

(3) Next, it is judged whether or not the I/O request 
is the request, such as the READ request or the 
WRITE request, of accessing the file data. If it is 
judged that the I/O request is the request of not ac- 
cessing the file data, then this processing is com- 
pleted at only the management file server 113. 
Therefore, in this case, after having received the 
processing result sent from the file server 1 1 3, the 
file server 123 sends the processing result of inter- 
est back to the client host 300 to complete the 
processing (Steps 2003, 2014 and 2015). 

(4) On the other hand, if it is judged in Step 2003 
that the I/O request is the request of accessing the 
file data, then the file server 123 receives the disk 
block number with which the file data is preserved 
and the log. storage address information from the 
file server 113. At this time, the reception of the log 
storage address information is made only in the 
case of the WRITE request, and hence it is unnec- 
essary in the case of the READ request (Step 2004 
(refer to (c) in Fig. 1)). 

(5) Next, it is judged whether or not the I/O request 
is the WRITE request, if it is judged that the I/O re- 
quest is not the WRITE request, i.e., the I/O request 
is the READ request, since only the disk block 
number with which the file data is stored is received 
from the file management server 1 1 3, the disk 1 72 
is accessed using the received disk block number 
to read out the file data to send the file data thus 
read out to the client host 300. Thereafter, the 
processing result is sent back to the file server 1 1 3 
to complete the processing (Step 2005, 201 2, 201 3 
and 2011). 

(6) On the other hand, if it is judged in Step 2005 
that the I/O request is the WRITE request, then the 
file data is stored from the data temporarily accu- 
mulating unit 122 to the changed file data storage 
area 1 85 using the log storage address information 
which has been received from the file server 113. 
Thereafter, the log status information stored in the 
changed metadata storage area 1 84 is changed in- 
to the state of "data is written to log" (Step 2006 (re- 
fer to (d) in Fig. 4), and Step 2007 (refer to (e) in 
Hg. 1)). 

(7) Since by the processing until now, all of the I/O 
requests made from the client 300 are reflected on 
the log storage area 1 86, even if hereinafter, a trou- 
ble occurs in the file server 1 1 3, the file system 1 72 
can be restored to the newest state using the log 
information. For this reason, the file server 123 
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sends the processing result to the client host 300 
(Step 2008). 

(8) Next, the file server 1 23 stores the file data which 
is stored in the data temporarily accumulating unit 
1 22 until now to the disk block 1 71 in the disk 1 70 5 
using the disk block information received from the 
file server 113, and then changes the log status in- 
formation into the state of "data is written to disk", 
and further sends the processing result to the file 
server 1 1 3 to complete the processing (Steps 2009 10 
(refer to (f) in Fig. 1) to 2011 (refer to (h) in Fig. 1)). 

[0037] While the processing for the I/O request exe- 
cuted by the file server 1 23 is as described above, even 
when the file server accessing the file system 172 is *5 
present in addition to the file server 1 23, the processing 
of storing the file data in the log storage area 186 and 
the processing of accessing the disk 170 can be exe- 
cuted in parallel with each other. As a result, it is possible 
to provide the high speed I/O processing performance. 20 
[0038] Next, the description will hereinbelow be given 
with respect to the processing operation in the manage- 
ment file server 1 1 3 with reference to a flow chart shown 
in Fig. 3. While in this case, the description is given with 
respect to the processing when receiving a file access 25 
request made from the file server 123, this is also ap- 
plied to the case where a file access request is received 
from any one of other file servers. 

(1) At the time when having received a file access 30 
request made from the file server 1 23, the manage- 
mentfile server 1 1 3 analyzes the file access request 

to specify the file which is to be accessed using the 
means 111 for holding file system management in- 
formation and at the same time to lock the file (Step 35 
3001). 

(2) Next, it is judged whether the file access request 
is the file data access request such as the READ 
request or the WRITE request, or the request other 
than the file data access request, if it is judged that *o 
the file access request is the request other than the 

file data access request, then it is unnecessary to 
send the disk block number and the log storage ad- 
dress information back to the file server 123, and 
only the metadata access is carried out by the serv- *5 
er of interest to complete the processing. For this 
reason, the management file server 113 carries out 
the metadata access and when the metadata is 
changed, stores the changed metadata in the log 
entry which is assigned by the log managing means 50 
112. Thereafter, the lock of the file is released and 
the processing result is sent to the file server 123 
to complete the processing (Steps 3002, and 3009 
to 3011). 

(3) On the other hand, if it is judged in Step 3002 55 
that the file access request is the file data access 
request, then it is judged whether or not the I/O re- 
quest is the WRITE request. If it is judged that the 



I/O request is not the WRITE request, i.e., the I/O 
request is the READ request, since the change for 
the file system does not occur, it is unnecessary to 
store the log. Therefore, the management file serv- 
er 113 accesses the metadata, calculates the disk 
block number with which the file data is stored, and 
sends the disk block number to the file server 123 
(Steps 3003, 301 2 and 301 3). 

(4) If it is judged in Step 3003 that the I/O request 
is the WRITE request, then the disk block 171 in 
which the file data is stored is assigned and also the 
metadata is changed. Next, the log entry size with 
which the changed metadata and the file data to be 
written are both stored is calculated and the log en- 
try including the changed metadata storage area 
184 and the file data storage area 185 in the log 
storage area 186 is assigned (Steps 3004 and 
3005). 

(5) Then, after having set the log status information 
in the changed metadata to "data is unwritten", the 
changed metadata is stored in the changed meta- 
data storage area 184, and next the addresses and 
the sizes of the changed metadata storage area 184 
and the file data storage area 185, and the disk 
block numberwhich was assigned in the processing 
in Step 3004 are sent to the file server 123 (Step 

3006 (refer to (b) in Fig. 1), and Step 3007 (refer to 
(c) in Fig. 1)). 

(6) At the time when the message of completion of 
the file access has been received from the file serv- 
er 123 after completion of the processing in Step 

3007 or in Step 301 3, the lock of the file is released 
to complete the processing (Step 3008). 

[0039] Next, the description will hereinbelow be given 
with respect to the processing operation in which the 
management file server 113 restores the file system to 
the newest state with reference to a flow chart shown in 
Fig. 4. In this case, it is assumed that a trouble occurs 
in the management file server 113, and then the man- 
agement file server 1 1 3 is recovered from the trouble to 
restore the file system 1 72 to the newest state. 

(1) First of all, the management file server 113 re- 
trieves the disk management table 5100 using the 
disk number with which the file system 1 72 is stored 
to specify the entry in which the disk 1 70 is stored, 
and then refers to the current management file serv- 
er 51 03 to specify the management file server which 
managed the file system 172 right before this 
processing. In this case, it is assumed that the file 
server 113 is stored. In addition, the log kind field 
51 04 is referred to acquire the log kind (Step 4001 ). 

(2) Next, it is judged whether or not the log kind ac- 
quired in Step 4002 is "log use". If it is judged that 
the log kind is "log no use", since the restoration 
using the log is impossible, after fsck as the file sys- 
tem check program is activated to restore the file 
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system to the newest state, the processing of re- 
storing the file system is completed (Steps 4002 
and 4010). 

(3) On the other hand, if it is judged in Step 4002 
that the log kind is not "log no use", then the log 5 
storage area management table 5000 is retrieved 

to obtain the address and the size of the log storage 
area of the management file server 1 1 3. Thereafter, 
the log storage access 186 is scanned to set the 
pointer of the log entry to the log entry which holds 10 
the changed log unreflected on the disk 1 70 (Steps 
4003 and 4004). 

(4) Next, it is checked whether or not all of the 
changed logs for the file system 1 72 have been re- 
flected on the disk 1 70. If it is judged that all of the '5 
changed logs have already been reflected on the 
disk 170, then the processing of restoring the file 
system is completed. On the other hand, if it is 
judged that some of the unreflected log entries are 

still present, then the log entry to which the pointer 20 
points is referred to check whether or not the log 
status information thereof is in the state of "data is 
written to log" (Steps 4005 and 4006). 

(5) If it is judged in Step 4006 that the log status 
information is in the state of "data is written to log", 25 
since it is shown that the file data is stored in the 
log, but is unreflected on the disk(s), the file data 
stored in the log is stored in the disk in accordance 
with the disk block information of the metadata 
changed log (Step 4007). 30 

(6) After completion of the processing in Step 4007, 
the changed metadata is reflected on the manage- 
ment information of the file system and then the 
pointer is made proceed to the next unreflected log 
entry relating to the file system 1 72. Then, the proc- 35 
ess is returned back to the processing in Step 4005 

to execute repeatedly the processings in Steps 
4005 to 4009 (Steps 4008 and 4009). 

(7) On the other hand, if it is judged in Step 4006 
that the log status information is not in the state of *o 
"data is written to log", since the data in the file data 
storage log area is meaningless, the processing in 
Step 4007 is not executed, but the processings from 
Step 4008 are executed. 

45 

[0040] The processings described with reference to 
Fig. 4 are repeatedly executed with respect to all of the 
log entries, whereby it is possible to restore the file sys- 
tem to the newest state. At the time when the processing 
of all of the log entries stored in the log storage area 1 86 so 
has been completed, all of the log entries in the log stor- 
age area 186 are released. 

[0041] According to this embodiment of the present 
invention having the configuration as described above 
and executing the processings as described above, it is 55 
possible to provide the SAN/NAS integrated storage 
system which is capable of providing both of the SAN 
interface and the NAS interface at an arbitrary ratio, of 



obtaining the high reliability with which no data is lost 
even in occurrence of a trouble, and of making it possi- 
ble that an arbitrary number of NAS interfaces access 
the same file system with high performance. 
[0042] Fig. 6 is a flow chart useful in explaining an ex- 
ample of the processing operation of the management 
file server when setting the size of the log storage area 
from a client host, and next this example will hereinbe- 
low be described in detail. 

(1 ) At the time when having received a log storage 
area size setting command from the associated one 
of the client hosts, the management file server 113 
judges whether or not the value of the received size 
falls within the normal range. If it is judged that the 
value of the received size falls outside of the normal 
range, then the information of an error is sent as the 
processing result to the client host of interest to 
complete the processing in this example (Steps 
6001, 6002 and 6008). 

(2) On the other hand, if it is confirmed on the basis 
of the judgement in Step 6002 that the log storage 
size falls within the normal range, then it is judged 
on the basis of the check made by the log managing 
means 112 whether or not the log storage area 186 
is being used (the data is present in the area). If it 
is judged that the log storage area is being used, 
next, the start of the new I/O request processing is 
suppressed and also the completion of the I/O 
processing which is being currently executed is 
waited for (Steps 6003 and 6004). 

(3) Thereafter, in Step 6005, all of the disk unreflect- 
ed data in the means 111 for holding file system 
management information are reflected on the disk. 
As a result, all of the log entries in the log storage 
area 186 are released so that the state of the log 
storage area 186 becomes equal to the unused 
state (Step 6005). 

(4) After completion of the processing in Step 6005, 
or when it is judged in Step 6003 that the log storage 
area 186 is not being used, the log storage area 
having the specified size is ensured in the shared 
memory 180, and its address and size are stored in 
the log storage area address field 5001 and the log 
storage area size field 5002 in the log storage area 
management table 5000, respectively. Thereafter, 
the I/O processing is resumed and the processing 
result is sent to a client to complete the processing 
(Steps 6006 to 6008). 

[0043] While in the above-mentioned example shown 
in Fig. 6, it is not checked whether or not the client host 
which has transmitted the command to change the log 
storage area size has the suitable privilege, the check 
for the suitable privilege may also be carried out after 
having received the command. 

[0044] According to this embodiment of the present 
invention, by extracting the above-mentioned process- 



15 



EP 1 315 074 A2 



16 



ings, it is possible to make fixed the size of the memory 
for storing the file system change log irrespective of the 
number of NAS interfaces accessible to the same file 
system, and also it is possible to set the size of interest 
to the value which is specified by a client. 5 
[0045] Fig. 7 is a diagram useful in explaining the 
structure of the file server state table 183, and Fig. 8 is 
a flow chart useful in explaining the processing opera- 
tion of the monitoring of the file server 113 by the file 
server 132, and the fail-over. Next, the description will to 
hereinbelow be given with respect to the fail-over 
processing in which when a trouble occurs in the man- 
agement file server, another file server takes over the 
processing in the management file server. 
[0046] An example described in this case is the ts 
processing in which the means 181 for determining an 
alternative server present in the shared memory 180 
monitors the state of a certain management file server, 
and determines an alternative file server which is to take 
over the processing in the certain management file serv- 20 
er when the abnormality occurs in the certain manage- 
ment file server, and the alternative file server deter- 
mined by the alternative server determining means 1 81 
monitors the state of the management file server as the 
subject of the monitoring at all times using the file server 25 
state table 183, and upon detection of the abnormality, 
starts the fail-over processing. In this example de- 
scribed in this case, it is assumed that the alternative 
file server of the management file server 113 is the file 
server 132. 30 
[0047] The file server state table 183, as shown in Fig. 
7, consists of a file server number 7001 , a state 7002, 
a time stamp 7003 and network information 7004 such 
as an IP address and an MAC address. Each of the file 
servers updates the time stamp 7003 of the file server 35 
state table 1 83 at fixed refresh time intervals. The alter- 
native file server inspects the time stamp 7003 of the file 
server as the subject of the monitoring at fixed check 
time intervals, and when the value of the time stamp 
7003 is properly updated, judges that the file server as 40 
the subject of the monitoring is properly operated, while 
when the value of the time stamp 7003 is not properly 
updated, judges that the abnormality occurs to start the 
fail-over processing. Now, it is necessary that the value 
of the check time interval is larger than that of the refresh 45 
time interval. 

[0048} Next, the description will hereinbelow be given 
with respect to the operation of the monitoring of the file 
server 1 1 3 and the fail-over processing by the file server 
132 with reference to a flow chart shown in Fig. 8. so 

(1 ) At the time when it has become the time to carry 
out the check, the file server 1 32 retrieves the entry 
of the file server 1 1 3, as the subject of the monitor- 
ing, from the file server state table 1 83 to check the 55 
time stamp 7003 to judge whether or not the value 
of the time stamp is properly updated. If it is judged 
that the value of the time stamp is properly updated, 



nothing is carried out to complete the processing 
(Steps 8001 and 8002). 

(2) If it is judged in Step 8002 that the value of the 
time stamp is not properly updated, then the file 
server 132 starts the fail-over processing. Then, 
first of all, the file server 1 32 sets the state 7001 of 
the file server 1 1 3 in the file server state table 1 83 
to "fail-over processing is being executed" to sup- 
press the activation of the double fail-over process- 
ing (Step 8003). 

(3) Next, the file server 1 32 retrieves the disk man- 
agement table 51 00 to acquire the entry of the disk 
in which the default management file server 5102 
is the file server 113 to execute the processing of 
restoring the disk thus acquired. The restoration 
processing in this case is executed similarly to the 
restoration processing described with reference to 
Fig. 4 (Steps 8004 and 8005). 

(4) After completion of the restoration processing of 
the disk, next, the number of the file server 132 as 
the alternative file server is stored in the current file 
server of the disk management table to judge 
whether or not the restoration of all of the disks 
which were managed by the file server 113 has 
been completed. If it is judged that some of the disks 
for which the restoration processing is not yet com- 
pleted are present, the process is returned back to 
the processing in Step 8004 to execute repeatedly 
the processings from Step 8004 to 8007 (Steps 
8006 and 8007). 

(5) After the restoration processing with respect to 
all of the disks which were managed by the file serv- 
er 113 has been completed, next, the network infor- 
mation 7004 of the file server state table is referred 
so that the network adapter of the file server 132 
takes over the information which was set in the net- 
work adapter of the file server 1 1 3 (Step 8008). 

(6) Thereafter, the state 7002 of the file server 1 1 3 
in the file server state table is changed into the "fail- 
over" state, and finally, the file server 132 informs 
other file servers of the change of the management 
file server using the means 1 31 for posting file man- 
agement server change to complete the fail-over 
processing (Steps 8009 and 8010). 

[0049] In the above-mentioned processings, the file 
server 123 which has received the management file 
server change notification reads out the information of 
the means 182 for holding management file server in- 
formation from the shared memory 180 again to store 
the information thus read out in the means 121 for hold- 
ing management server information in the file server 
123. In addition, at a time point when the alternative file 
server 1 32 has detected the abnormality of the file serv- 
er 113, the means 181 for determining an alternative 
server redetermines the alternative file server for all of 
the file servers to inform each of the file servers of this 
fact. By executing this processing, it becomes possible 



17 



EP1 315 074 A2 



18 



that the file servers in the normal state monitor each oth- 
er at all times. 

[0050] According this embodiment of the present in- 
vention, by executing the processings described with 
reference to Fig. 8, even if a trouble occurs in a certain 5 
NAS interface, it is possible to continue the service using 
the fail-over processing as long as the normal NAS in- 
terface is present in addition thereto to realize the high 
availability. 

[0051] As set forth hereinabove, according to the 10 
present invention, since a plurality of NAS interfaces can 
access the same file system, it is possible to obtain the 
high reliability with which no data is lost even when a 
trouble occurs while providing the performance propor- 
tional to the number of interfaces. In addition, it is pos- 15 
sible to carry out continuously the file access service as 
long as even one normal NAS interface is present. 
[0052] It should be further understood by those skilled 
in the art that the foregoing description has been made 
on embodiments of the invention and that various 20 
changes and modifications may be made in the inven- 
tion without departing from the spirit of the invention and 
the scope of the appended claims. 



Claims 

1 . A storage system (1 00) including a plurality of inter- 
faces for the connection to the external network, a 
plurality of disks (160, 170) to which said plurality 30 
of interfaces are accessible, and a shared memory 

(1 80) to which said plurality of interfaces are acces- 
sible, 

wherein said plurality of interfaces are loaded 
with either one of block interfaces (140, 150) for ex* 35 
ecuting an I/O request in disk blocks and file inter- 
faces (110, 120, 130) loaded with file servers (113, 
1 23, 1 32) for executing an I/O request in files or both 
of these interfaces; a file system (172) to which a 
plurality of file servers are accessible in a sharing 40 
manner is constructed in a part of said plurality of 
disks; and a log storage area (186) in which a 
change log of the file system is held, and a man- 
agement file server information storage area in 
which information associated with the file server for *5 
management for carrying out the exclusive access 
control of said file system and the management of 
said log storage area are constructed in a part of 
said shared disks. 

50 

2. The storage system of claim 1 , wherein said change 
log includes both of change metadata (1 84) of said 
file system and write data contained in an I/O re- 
quest. 

55 

3. The storage system of claim 1 , wherein the man- 
agement file server information is setting informa- 
tion exhibiting whether only the change metadata is 



stored in said log storage area, or both of the 
change metadata and write request data are stored 
in said log storage area. 

4. The storage system of claim 2 or 3, wherein the as- 
sociated one of the file servers other than a man- 
agement file server of said file system includes: 

means for transmitting file access information 
containing file identification information and ac- 
cess area information to said management file 
server for carrying out the management of said 
file system, in which a file is stored which is ac- 
cessed by an I/O request received from the ex- 
ternal network (600, 700), to receive as the re- 
sponse thereto disk block information and log 
storage address information; 
means for storing therein write data contained 
in the file I/O request in said shared memory on 
the basis of the log storage address informa- 
tion; and 

means for storing therein the write data in the 
associated one of said disks, in which said file 
system is constructed, on the basis of the disk 
block information. 

5. The storage system of claim 4, wherein said man- 
agement file server includes: 

means for receiving file access information 
from other file servers; 

management means, for said file system, for 
locking the corresponding file using the re- 
ceived file access information, assigning disk 
blocks and calculating the corresponding disk 
block information; 

log storage area managing means for assign- 
ing log storage addresses in the log storage ar- 
ea using the file access information; and 
means for transmitting disk block information 
and log storage address information to the as- 
sociated one of said file servers which has 
transmitted thereto the file access information. 

6. The storage system of any one of claims 1 to 1 to 
4, wherein said management file server includes an 
interface for setting a size of said log storage area. 

7. The storage system of any one of claims 1 to 3, 
wherein the associated one of the file servers other 
than said management file server of said file system 
includes means for when a trouble occurs in said 
management file server, restoring said file system 
using a change log stored in the log storage area 
which was managed by said management file serv- 
er. 

8. A method of controlling a storage system (100) in- 
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eluding a plurality of interfaces for the connection to 
the external network, a plurality of disks (160, 170) 
to which said plurality of interfaces are accessible, 
and a shared memory (180) to which said plurality 
of interfaces are accessible, 5 

wherein said plurality of interfaces are loaded 
with either one of block interfaces (1 40, 1 50) for ex- 
ecuting an I/O request in disk blocks and file inter- 
faces (110, 120, 130) loaded with file servers (113, 
1 23, 1 32) for executing an I/O request in files or both io 
of these interfaces; a file system (172) to which a 
plurality of file servers are accessible in a sharing 
manner is constructed in a part of said plurality of 
disks; and a log storage area (186) in which a 
change log of said file system is held, and a man- 1$ 
agement file server information storage area in 
which information associated with the file server for 
management for carrying out the exclusive access 
control of said file system and the management of 
said log storage area are constructed in a part of 20 
said plurality of disks, and 

wherein the associated one of the file servers 
other than said management file server of said file 
system receives a file write request from the exter- 
nal network (600, 700); analyses the file write re- 25 
quest to specify the management file server of said 
file system containing therein the write subject file; 
after transmitting file write information to said man- 
agement file server, receives as the response there- 
to disk block information used to write user data and 30 
log storage address information assigned within 
said log storage area; after storing the user data in 
a user data storage area using the log storage ad- 
dress information thus received, changes log status 
information in said log storage area; after storing the 35 
user data in the disk(s) on the basis of disk block 
information, changes the log status information in 
said log storage area; and after transmitting file 
write result information to said management file 
server of said file system, transmits a response to 40 
the file write request received through the external 
network to the external network. 



than said management file server, which has trans- 
mitted thereto the file write information, releases the 
lock of the file as the subject of the writing. 

10. The method of claim 8 or 9, wherein the associated 
one of the file servers other than said management 
file server, when recognising that a trouble occurs 
in said management file server, refers to the man- 
agement file server information to specify the log 
storage area which has been managed by said 
management file server and refers successively to 
the change logs stored in the specified log storage 
area to reflect the change processing on the file sys- 
tem(s) on which the change logs are not yet reflect- 
ed; after completion of the processing of reflecting 
thereon all of the change logs, takes over the exclu- 
sive access control and the log management areas 
of all of the file systems which have been managed 
by said management file server to inform other file 
servers other than said management file server of 
that said management file server has been 
changed. 

11. The method of claim 10, wherein said processing 
of reflecting the change log is the processing in 
which when the change processing is the file writ- 
ing, the log status information is referred; when the 
log status information has become the user data un- 
written state, the processing of reflecting the 
change log on the file system(s) is not executed; 
when the log status information has become the 
status of completion of the user data disk writing, 
only the file system management data on the file 
system(s) is changed in accordance with the 
change log; and when the log status information has 
become the state of completion of the user data log 
writing, the file system management data on the file 
system(s) is changed after having reflected the user 
write data contained in the change log on the file 
system(s). 



The method of claim 8, wherein said management 
file server, at the time when having received file 45 
write information from the associated one of the file 
servers other than said management file server, 
locks a file as the subject of the writing, and assigns 
disk blocks in which user data is written on said 
disks; after having stored change information and 50 
log status information of file system management 
data in said log storage area, transmits the as- 
signed disk block information and log storage area 
information to the associated one of the file servers, 
other than said management file server, which has 55 
transmitted thereto the file write information; and at 
the time when receiving file write result information 
from the associated one of the file servers, other 
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